
Ending the 
HIV Epidemic 
in the 
United States

Since 1985, Abt Global has responded to the changing HIV 
epidemic around the globe. Our current and recent work 
supports several efforts funded by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), and the Office of Infectious Disease 
and HIV/AIDS Policy (OIDP) to end the HIV epidemic. These 
include the implementation of a peer-based intervention to 
help women and youth transitioning to adult HIV services 
stay engaged in HIV care; technical assistance to support 
high quality data collection and reporting on HIV care; and 
developing data dashboards using U.S. President’s Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) datasets. Our commitment to 
respond to the HIV epidemic has been unwavering, and we 
have remained ever mindful of the social urgency of preventing 
and stopping the spread of HIV and the humanitarian goal 
of enhancing the wellbeing of people living with it.

Expertise:
• Research, monitoring & evaluation
• Technical assistance (TA) & implementation
• Equitable approaches and strategies
• Data collection and visualization solutions

Recent Work
High Impact Evaluation Projects (HIPEP)
Client: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
As a subcontractor to Tanaq Support Services, Abt provides
expertise on three task orders. The first examines how health 
departments funded under the federal Ending the HIV Epidemic 
(EHE) initiative are planning to and/or already implementing 
activities to address systemic challenges/structural barriers 
in their jurisdictions, including monitoring, evaluation, 
identification of facilitators, and documenting lessons learned. 
The second examines the structural and programmatic changes 
implemented by funded health departments in response 
to EHE initiatives and plans, and public health emergencies 
including COVID-19 and mpox. The third is evaluating the 
progress of CDC-funded community-based organizations to 
implement Anti-Retroviral Treatment and Access to Services 
(ARTAS) and achieve the outcomes of the intervention, such 
as linking persons newly diagnosed with HIV to care.

Support and Evaluation of Communications Activities
Client: HHS Office of Infectious Disease and HIV/AIDS Policy
As a subcontractor to BETAH, Abt supported a three-year 
evaluation of OIDP’s communication activities including leading 
cross-agency collaboration in support of HIV Observance Day 
participation and engagement; gathering and analyzing metrics 
of PrEP programs; and evaluating HIV.gov engagement activities.

Evaluation of “I am a Work of ART” Health  
Communication Campaign
Client: HHS Office of Infectious Disease and HIV/AIDS Policy
As part of a team with BETAH, Abt evaluated the “I am a 
Work of ART” viral suppression campaign for persons living 
with HIV and not in routine care. Through workshops and 
technical assistance (TA), Abt assessed campaign reach, 
awareness, access to information, implementation, and 
acquisition. Results provided challenges, successes, lessons 
learned and  recommendations for future campaigns.



Consumer Access and Adherence to Care for HIV  
(Project CAATCH)
Client: Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Abt supports the implementation of Project CAATCH
through training, technical assistance, and rapid-cycle
evaluation. Project CAATCH is a HRSA-designated
best practice intervention designed to serve women and
transitioning youth as they engage and remain in HIV
primary care. The intervention is based on the delivery
of a curriculum of educational sessions and consistent
supportive contact and communication to support
improved client health outcomes.

Global Technical Assistance Program (GTAP)
Client: Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) Office of Global Health (OGH)
Abt provides direct support to HRSA OGH, grant recipients,  
and others under the PEPFAR program. With an equity  
focus, Abt and partners are analyzing data and building  
data dashboards to support HRSA staff in ensuring 
vulnerable populations with or at risk of HIV, such 
as young women, adolescent girls, and incarcerated 
persons are reached with differentiated care.

Chart Abstraction of RWHAP Data
Client: HRSA HIV/AIDS Bureau
In this multi-phased evaluation study, Abt conducted chart 
abstractions at Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program (RWHAP) clinics 
to collect patient-level data variables not captured in the 
RWHAP Service Report. Over the four-plus-year contract, we 
abstracted data from more than 2,500 patient charts at 50 
clinic sites using a secure, online system developed by Abt.

HIV/STI Systems Linkages
Client: HRSA HIV/AIDS Bureau
State, city, and local health departments collect 
surveillance information for new diagnoses of sexually 
transmitted infections (STIs) and HIV, but many do not 
share the data across departments routinely. HRSA 
funded a three-year demonstration project to provide TA 
to jurisdictions to improve health department capacity 
to link HIV and STI surveillance data. Abt was contracted 
to evaluate the program and assess system-level 
changes in jurisdictions’ ability to link HIV and STI data 
and subsequently use those data to improve quality of 
care and health outcomes for people with HIV (PWH).

Bi-Directional Lessons Learned Evaluation
Client: HRSA HIV/AIDS Bureau
Abt examined lessons learned, emerging strategies, and best 
practices across international and domestic HRSA-funded 
HIV programs. We conducted an in-depth literature review of 
HRSA-funded RWHAP and PEPFAR initiatives that used best 
practices and models with the potential to be adapted and 
shared bi-directionally. Abt brought together over 40 leaders 
and practitioners from the RWHAP and PEPFAR programs to 
discuss ways their work could benefit from the experiences of 
other programs and synthesized the results in a white paper.

Measuring Unmet Need Evaluation
Client: HRSA HIV/AIDS Bureau
Abt assessed existing approaches used for estimating 
the unmet need for medical care among PWH at state, 
metropolitan, and transitional grant area levels. Solutions 
included a systematic review in consultation with a 
program technical Expert Panel and key HRSA staff. An 
updated methodology was created and is currently in use.

Strengthening and Improving the HIV Care 
Continuum within RWHAP Part A Jurisdictions
Client: HRSA HIV/AIDS Bureau
Abt, together with partners, developed a virtual learning
collaborative to provide training and TA to support RWHAP-
funded Part A jurisdictions to develop tailored, innovative 
approaches to improve population health and specific 
HIV outcomes throughout the HIV care continuum.

Mixed-Methods, Multi-Site Projects
Client: HRSA HIV/AIDS Bureau
Abt conducted three mixed-methods studies, focusing 
on models of care in the RWHAP, assessing client factors 
associated with detectable viral loads and RWHAP outcomes 
within the context of the Affordable Care Act. These studies 
answered critical questions on what types of HIV care 
models worked well and why, barriers to and facilitators of 
patients achieving viral suppression, and impact on health 
outcomes and care utilization under the Affordable Care Act.

Evidence-Based Resource Center (EBRC)
Client: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration
Through the EBRC, Abt developed many manuals, including 
the Prevention and Treatment of HIV Among People Living 
with Substance Use and/or Mental Disorders, who are at risk 
for or living with HIV. Selected interventions are in alignment 
with goals of the federal EHE initiative.
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Abt Global is a mission-driven consulting and research firm. For almost 
60 years, Abt has tackled society’s toughest problems, pioneering 
evidence and innovation that improves policy, systems, and lives.  
We partner with clients and communities in 50+ countries to advance 
solutions in health, technology, environment and social policy—
empowering people with the tools, resources, and expertise they need to 
realize equitable futures, build resilient systems, and create sustainable 
economic opportunities for healthy, secure lives.


