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Background

« The US Administration recognizes the
potential impacts of climate change on
health.

e ~250,000 deaths/year will occur from
climate change (WHO)

* Droughts, heat waves, wildfires, hurricanes,

Environmental Justice Implications

o Across the health care system, many
opportunities exist for individual or clinician-level
Intervention to address climate change inequities
(e.g., education).

 TOo advance environmental justice and reduce
health disparities, solutions must address social
and physical conditions.
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Exhibit 1: Framework for Understanding Impacts of Climate Change
on Health Care and Environmental Justice
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flooding and other climate stressors pose
threats to health, health systems and the
conditions in which people live.

 Climate stressors can exacerbate health
Inequities for communities facing the
greatest social and environmental risks.
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Methods

Using current literature on climate change
and health care, our team sought to:

1. Develop a framework for the range of
climate stressors, their impact on health,
systems, and environmental justice.

2. Provide opportunities for health care
practices and systems to address the health
impact of climate change for the
communities and patient populations they
serve.

Climate stressors can exacerbate physical,
social, and economic conditions that place
marginalized communities at greater risk
of adverse health outcomes and impact
health care systems’ ability to respond to
health risks.
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 Current literature also acknowledges the need
for health care to mitigate its contribution to
climate change.

 Exhibit 2 conceptualizes climate stressors,
environmental conditions, and opportunities for
healthcare systems to intervene.

Exhibit 2: Health Care System Opportunities to
Address Climate Change and Health Equity
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